
A family man, who would walk 
from Mount Kisco to Katonah, 
knocking on doors to find a 
job.  A volunteer helping with 
computer skills.  A family 
offering to donate new bicycles.  
At the Community Center of 
Northern Westchester, we helped 
bring these people together.  
The result:  a job at a local 
supermarket for Ranoldo Cruz, 
along with two wheels to help 
him get to work.

Ranoldo, who hails from 
Guatemala, first came to us for 
food assistance, but then turned 
to the Center to help him with 
his job search.  

Steve Peeples, a Center 
volunteer who teaches English 
and computer skills, observed that 
Ranoldo “truly wanted to work and make a better life for himself and his family.”  Steve 
helped Ranoldo fill out his application forms accurately to help him secure the job.

Around that time, the Obzud family called us, wanting to donate two new bicycles.  
Ranoldo’s name came up.  He got a bicycle for himself and one for his daughter, and now 

pedals to his new job at the 
supermarket.

What does Ranoldo think 
about what the Center has 
done?  “I hope God keeps the 
Community Center where it is; 
it helps a lot of people,” he said.

One of many stories the 
Center can tell, about how 
neighbors help neighbors 
achieve self-sufficiency.  They 
remind us that the Community 
Center is a true hub for 
giving—in many different ways.BEDFORD HILLS BROWNIE TROOP 1045 COLLECTS FOOD FOR OUR PANTRY.
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     FOODS WE NEED NOW
•	 Canned fruits & vegetables
•	 Tuna & canned meat
•	 Cans of soup, beef stew & chili
•	 Pasta, rice & spaghetti sauce
•	 Peanut butter & jelly
•	 Dried & canned beans
•	 Dried or shelf-stable milk
•	 Fruit juice
•	 Hot & cold cereal
•	 Baby food & diapers

THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY CENTER:  
HOW NEIGHBORS CONNECT TO HELP EACH OTHER

Sharing the Essentials of Living with Neighbors in Need

Antioch Baptist Church, Bedford Hills
Bedford Presbyterian Church
Bet Torah, Mount Kisco
Congregation B’nai Yisrael, Armonk
First Congregational Church of 
Chappaqua
First Presbyterian Church of Katonah
The Harvey School
Jewish Family Congregation, South Salem
Katonah United Methodist Church
Katonah Village Improvement Society
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 
Mount Kisco
Mount Kisco Rotary Club
Northeast Westchester Rotary Club
Pound Ridge Community Church
Rippowam Cisqua School
Somers Women’s Club
St. James Episcopal Church, North Salem
St. John’s Episcopal Parish, Lewisboro
St. Joseph’s Church, Croton Falls
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Katonah
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Mount Kisco
St. Mary of the Assumption Church, 
Katonah
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Bedford
St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church, 
Bedford
South Salem Presbyterian Church
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester, 
Chappaqua
Temple Shaaray Tefila, Bedford Corners
The Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Granite Springs
United Methodist Church of Mount Kisco
United Methodist Church of Purdys

ADVISORY BOARD

Tim Joyce • Alexia Jurschak • Laura Kaplan
Terri McNair • Judy Pagnucco • Bart Tyler

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

RANOLDO CRUZ (LEFT) AND VOLUNTEER STEVE PEEPLES



In April, young women came to the 
Elephant’s Trunk boutique in Mount 
Kisco for a private evening of fittings 
for prom dresses, so they could realize 
their dream of going to their prom. 
Center volunteers, along with staff 
from the Elephant’s Trunk, helped 
these high school students realize 
those dreams. The 300 dresses donated 
by our community looked especially 
radiant this year, along with shoes and 
accessories that completed the look for 
their big night.

Jacqueline Sandoval, a senior at Fox 
Lane High School, found a prom dress 
and a graduation dress that night, along 
with accessories and shoes.  This young 
woman told us the experience was 
wonderful and added that the Center’s 
help is truly appreciated. “It really helps 
out when people in your family don’t 
have work— I would tell other girls to 
come to this event.”  After prom and 
graduation, Jacqueline’s plans include 
attending Westchester Community 
College and studying early childhood 
education.

Know of anyone who needs our help 
with formalwear so they can go to their 
prom or graduation party?  Contact 
the Center to arrange for a private 
appointment.

HELPING REALIZE 
PROM DREAMS

OUR PRACTICAL SKILLS CLASSES HELP TO REALIZE LIFE DREAMS
The Center offered Building a 
Dream, a two-part workshop on 
creating a business, and drew 
over 50 attendees.  The workshop 
offered guidance in starting a 
small business and obtaining 
proper tax identification for that 
business, while emphasizing the 
importance of learning English 
and good citizenship.

The workshop’s success is 
testimony to the Center’s 
commitment to fostering the 
success and self-sufficiency of 
neighbors in need.

JACQUELINE SANDOVAL (CENTER), ALONG WITH 
HER MOTHER (LEFT) AND A FRIEND.

A STUDENT IS ASSISTED BY VOLUNTEER 
BARBARA BIERBAUER.

Our Building a Dream workshop was 
one of several classes the Center 
offered through a generous grant 
from the Brown Family Fund. The 
Center offered Advanced English & 
Civics at the Center; and 28 students 
completed the Center’s Basic 
Concepts of Construction held at the 
Katonah Village Library.  

The Center was pleased to offer 
these practical educational 
opportunities, along with its ongoing 
weekly classes teaching English and 
computer-skills, and its job-training 
sessions. 

LEFT TO RIGHT: CONSTRUCTION COURSE INSTRUCTOR SAUL 
HERNANDEZ, STUDENT CARLOS MENDOZA AND EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR SHERRY WOLF.

10 FACTS ABOUT 
THE COMMUNITY 
CENTER IN 2012

•	Nearly	1,800 families came to 
us for help in 2012, 10 times the 
number that came to the Center 
in 1992.

•	34% of those who received food 
from the Center’s Food Pantry are 
children.

•	184 tons of food were 
distributed to families during over 
7,100 Food Pantry visits.

•	88 tons of donated clothes, 
shoes, and linens were distributed 
during nearly 8,000 visits to our 
Clothing Boutique.

•	Volunteers	gave	over	50,000 
hours of service.

•	593 children received new school 
supplies.

•	769 children received new 
sleepwear for the holidays.

•More	than	900 students 
attended classes and workshops 
to improve their skills.

•	We	help	neighbors	in	need	from	
more than 37 communities in 
Northern Westchester.

•	Over	the	Center’s	20	years,	
families have made over 89,000 
visits to our Food Pantry.



SHARING FRESH PRODUCE: HOW LOCAL FARMS HELP

The Center is strongly committed to 
offering fresh, healthy items to local 
families when they visit our food pantry. 
Through the generosity and kindness 
of local farmers and others, including 
the MBIA Foundation, we offer fresh 
produce year-round, including bounties 
of the seasons:  fresh fruits, vegetables, 
eggs and much more.   Can you help?  
Contact us.

WAYS YOU CAN HELP

MONETARY AID
Your tax-deductible donation 
supports our goal of helping our less 
fortunate neighbors. We are grateful 
for all donations, large and small.   
You can also donate on our website.

DONATE FOOD & CLOTHING
We depend upon and gratefully 
accept donations of food to help 
stock our pantry, and clean, gently 
used, seasonal clothing, shoes and 
linens.   

VOLUNTEER
Volunteers are the life-blood of the 
Center and make everything we do 
possible.  All are welcome.  Call us at 
914-232-6572 for more information.

LAUREN SATTERFIELD, FARM MANAGER AT 
RAINBEAU RIDGE FARM

The Center  hosts preventive medical 
screenings throughout the year that 
help our clients take charge of their 
health, and help keep our community 
more healthy to boot.  In conjunction 
with Northern Westchester Hospital, 
many neighbors of limited means over 
the past several months got screened 
at the Center for osteoporosis, blood 
pressure, glucose levels and cholesterol, 
and many also received flu shots at the 
Center during the fall.

KEEPING FAMILIES 
HEALTHY

THE CENTER WELCOMES THREE NEW MEMBERS 
TO ITS BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  (L-R) SANDRA 
PELL, CHRYSTINE VANCE-HOMER AND MAUREEN 
THOMPSON.

OUR MISSION

The Community Center of 
Northern Westchester seeks to 
improve the well-being and self-
sufficiency of neighbors in need in 
Northern Westchester by providing 
food, clothing, programs, and other 
resources.  We are committed to 
treating all with dignity and respect.  
We encourage broad involvement 
and participation by residents and 
organizations in the communities 
we serve.

OUR PROGRAMS & SERVICES
MONTHLY SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD

CLOTHING, SHOES AND LINENS

CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS

•	 English language classes and 
tutoring

•	 Computer skills and internet 
access

•	 Advanced English and civics
•	 Construction, carpentry, and 

masonry skills
•	 Starting and operating a business
•	 Nutrition education for families 

and adults
•	 Individualized GED preparation

SERVICES AND RESOURCES

•	 Job and career counseling
•	 Northern Westchester Hospital 

health screenings and flu shots
•	 Breast cancer awareness 

workshops
•	 Immigration workshops
•	 College application process 

assistance
•	 Donated furniture 
•	 Lenscrafters OneSight Foundation 

eye exams
•	 Summer camp scholarships
•	 Educational scholarships

SPECIAL DRIVES AND PROGRAMS

•	 New school supplies 
•	 Food drives for Thanksgiving and 

winter holidays
•	 New children’s clothing for the 

winter holidays
•	 Prom and graduation attire for 

local students



SAVE THE DATE!
Annual Benefit 
Cocktail Party & Auction
October 19, 2013
Join us for a fun-filled evening!

            VISIT US ONLINE   
    communitycenternw.org 

facebook.com/commctrnw

twitter.com/commctrnw

communitycenternw.tumblr.com

84	BEDFORD	ROAD	•	KATONAH,	NY	10536
914-232-6572	•	communitycenternw.org

DONATIONS GRATEFULLY 
ACCEPTED DURING CENTER HOURS

Tuesday - Friday:        10 am to 4 pm
Saturday:                     10 am to 1 pm
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IF YOU OR ANYONE YOU KNOW NEEDS HELP, PLEASE CONTACT THE COMMUNITY CENTER

FOLLOW US

We collect new school supplies for the 
fall for local families of limited means.  
For a list of what we especially need, 
see our website.  

“The Center is a Godsend,” says A…. 
“I needed help and the Center was 
there.  I don’t think I would have 
gotten through those difficult 
periods without your help.” 

Donate online at: 
communitycenternw.org. 

DONATE

Or send your tax-deductible 
donation by mail: 

Community Center of 
Northern Westchester 

84 Bedford Road 
Katonah, NY 10536.

HELPING NEIGHBORS IN NEED

•	 Food
•	 Clothing
•	 Practical Skills
•	 Access to Other Resources


